
 

 
Commission Opportunity: Composer/Musical Director 
 
Mind the Gap, in collaboration with Walk the Plank, is seeking an experienced 
freelance Composer/MD to be an integral part of the artistic team, and lead on the 
creation of a score for an hour-long, large scale, outdoor spectacle: “Zara: Daughters 
of Fortune”. 
 
The Composer/MD will work alongside a skilled team of artists, including learning-
disabled musicians, to create a score that might include soundscapes that enhance 
storytelling, projection, song (choral and solo) to bring aural impact that reflects the 
scale of this world-first production. 

Mind the Gap is one of Europe’s leading learning disability theatre companies and is 
based in Bradford West Yorkshire. 

Zara: Daughters of Fortune is a co-production with Walk the Plank, funded through 
Arts Council England Ambition for Excellence and others. 

Timescales: 
Development and Composing: Aug 18 – Jan 19 

Recording: Feb 19 
Events: Zara will take place Halifax and London during April and May 2019. 

Fee:  
A fixed fee of £5000 (plus VAT if applicable) 

It is expected that the fee will cover all artistic meetings, composing and delivery of 
the final score. 

Limited travel expenses covered, as mutually agreed. 

This is a freelance position,the post holder will be responsible for their own national 
insurance and tax payments. 

Application Deadline: Friday 13 July, 12pm Interviews: Tuesday 24 July 

Please send a CV and examples of your work to Lisa Mallaghan lisa@mind-the-
gap.org.uk or call 01274 487390. 
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Job Description: Composer/Musical Director 

To lead on the composition of a musical score for Zara: Daughters of Fortune. 

Zara is an hour-long outdoor spectacle which tells the story of a 3-story high baby 
puppet and her learning-disabled mother, against the world. The production features 
projection mapping and aerial work, with a core cast plus a local community cast of 
100; playing midwives, advocates, army, protestors, newsreaders and more. 

The score will be integral to the storytelling of this large-scale performance, including 
mood setting orchestral soundscapes, storytelling through song (choral and solo), 
and involve various styles/genres from military to lullaby and more. 

The music will bring aural impact and scale to this outdoor production, aiming to 
reach audiences of 3000 per performance. 

Experience: 

Outstanding musical composition skills, able to create original music to brief, in a 
wide range of styles. 

Experience of creating work for projects of equivalent scale, and/or experience of 
creating scores for theatre, film, tv, or live events. 

Experience of working collaboratively with musicians from diverse and non-traditional 
backgrounds. 

Key responsibilities: 

To work collaboratively with the project team, including Artistic Director, Creative 
Producers, sound designer, writers, projection designers, learning disabled 
musicians, core cast and production managers. 

To compose to a mutually agreed brief, timeframe, and budget, developed alongside 
the artistic team. 

To be flexible and responsive to changes and adaptations as necessary, particularly 
as the production moves into intense rehearsals. 

To lead on the recording and delivery of the final score, working alongside the sound 
designer, music producers, musicians, and other artists as required. 


